
Grade 7 English Language Arts 

Week of Sept 28- Oct 2 

Curricular Area: Story 

Lesson Materials (Included in this PDF) 

• Lesson 1.2 A Poem to the Brave
• 1.2 Learning Guide

Big Ideas 

• Language and text can be a source of creativity and joy.
• Exploring stories and other texts helps us understand ourselves and make

connections to others and to the world.

Learning Targets 

• Describe the form, function and genre of narratives (stories).
• Correctly punctuate and use dialogue.
• Respond and analyze different texts.

Task 

Read through the lesson for Section 1.2 A Poem to the Brave. After you finish 
reading the lesson pages, complete the activities in the Learning Guide. You can 
print the Learning Guide, or, copy out the questions onto a separate piece of 
paper.  

Be sure to spend time on independent reading practice with a book of your 
choice. 



Lesson 1.2 A Poem to the Brave 
Susie Coreth writes eloquently about bravery shown during times of war. 

After you read this poem, complete Activity 1.2:  A Poem to the Brave. 

A Poem to the Brave - Poem by Susie Coreth 

To the victims and all the survivors of war, 
Who never forgot the terror they saw. 
To all the civilians, both friend and foe, 
Who lost everything and had nowhere to go. 
To the officers who had to decide 
The right time to shoot and the right time to hide. 
To the school boys, who signed up so young, 
Thinking the war would make them strong. 
To the RFC, the aviators, 
Mapping the trenches and the craters. 
To the men of the land who committed no crime, 
But whose farmyards and fields became the front line. 
To the children lying awake in their beds, 
Not knowing if Brother or Father were dead. 
To the factory workers, who created the tanks, 
The bombs, guns, planes and sent them to France. 
To the women at home whose husbands had gone, 
Who could only pray and try to stay strong. 
To nurses who cared for man after man, 
Who patched up their wounds and held onto their hands. 
To the men in the trenches, who with no word or cry 
Had to carry on fighting after seeing friends die. 
To deserters, those whose bravery lapsed, 
Shot for this crime - they would never come back. 
 
It’s clear to see, one hundred years on, 
The names on memorials of those that have gone. 
Thousands of crosses mark out the graves 
Of eternal soldiers; the eternally brave. 
But we should not, we must not, we cannot forget 
The millions who lived with pain and regret: 
The shell-shocked, the mourners, the orphans and more, 
All those affected by the Great War. 
 
For all those who feared, for all those who cried, 
For all those who lived and for all those who died, 
We must remember 

Susie Coreth 

Listen to the author read her poem.  

https://www.poemhunter.com/maya-angelou/poems/
https://youtu.be/vdF4lEoE_sY


1.1 Learning Guide Activity: A Poem for the Brave 
Vocabulary 

A. Find the definition for the following words used in the poem: 

1. trenches    

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. lapsed  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. eternal  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. shell-shocked  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. memorials  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5.mourners  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Great War  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



B. In your own words explain 3 actions of bravery described in the poem.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	A Poem to the Brave - Poem by Susie Coreth

