
Grade 4 English Language Arts  
Week of October 5 – October 9 

 

Lesson 1: Types of Conflict 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Internal vs. External Conflicts 

Conflict can either be Internal or External. 

What does this mean?  

Examples:  

Brandy is caught in a rainstorm and misses her bus.    External Conflict 

Jacob lost his job because due to a global pandemic.    External Conflict 

Matilda caught her friend Suzy stealing from a classmate. Now Matilda must choose between keeping 
her friendship, or doing the right thing.   Internal Conflict 

In the past year, Connor never made the time to go visit his grandma. She recently passed away and 
Connor is struggling with the guilt of not having spent enough time with her.  Internal Conflict 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Character vs. Self 

 

 

Take a look at this video from the movie Tangled. Notice how Rapunzel struggles with the 
choice that she has made. 

https://youtu.be/FxAwA18UKx8 
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Character vs. Nature 

 

 

Watch the video to see how the movie Moana demonstrates Character vs. Nature conflict. 
Moana wants to discover what's beyond the horizon, but nature (the ocean) has different 
plans.  She struggles to make it past the waves. 

https://youtu.be/vR3QHzmgJ24 
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Character vs. Character 

 

 

 

Watch this video to see how the movie Despicable Me 3 demonstrates Character vs. 
Character conflict. 

https://youtu.be/m9Gg_VQP2zw  
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Character vs. Society 

 

 

In the movie, Horton Hears a Who, Hortons community doesn't believe him when he says there 
are little people living on the clover. They rally up against him and his "Hullaballoo". Take a look 
at the clip below to see Character vs. Society in action. 

https://youtu.be/474nLRbfJ6o 
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Activity 1: In the boxes below, write a definition and an example for each type of conflict. 

 

 

 
Character vs. Self 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Character vs. Character 

 

 
Character vs. Nature 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Character vs. Society 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 2: Using your knowledge of Types of Conflict, watch each clip and note what the main type of 
conflict is. Justify (provide evidence for) your answer. 

 

Title and Link Main Type of Conflict Justification 
 
 
 

Franklin in the Dark 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

The Bear That 
Wasn’t 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

The Wizard of Oz – 
It’s a Twister! 

 
 

  

 
 
 

Spoon 
 
 
 
 

  

 

https://youtu.be/NKDmgPSYdrA
https://youtu.be/NKDmgPSYdrA
https://youtu.be/mt106ojXPyE
https://youtu.be/mt106ojXPyE
https://youtu.be/mt106ojXPyE
https://youtu.be/mt106ojXPyE
https://youtu.be/RQWSh7Db-_E
https://youtu.be/RQWSh7Db-_E
https://youtu.be/RQWSh7Db-_E
https://youtu.be/RQWSh7Db-_E
https://youtu.be/IStu0dWzfkg
https://youtu.be/IStu0dWzfkg

