
Grade 4 English Language Arts  
Week of November 16 – November 20 

 

Lesson 4: Summarizing 

 

 

 

• Remember the most important parts of a text 

• Carry important information from one chapter to the next 

• Talk about the important parts of the book 

 



 



 



Summary vs. Retelling 

Although retelling a story can show the reader took in all the information they could, it is important to 
know the difference between retelling and summarizing. 

Retelling includes every single detail, even the details that might not be important. 

Example #1: 

When retelling a story, you may include the details such as the colours of the flowers. 

However, in a summary, you would not include the colours unless it was very important to the story. 

Example #2: 

When retelling a story, you can include the words of the author and you don't have to change them. 

However, in a summary, you would use your own words and not the author's words. 

The Difference 

The table below shows more differences between a summary and a retelling of a story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What is S.W.D.S.T? 

 

 

Now complete activity S.W.B.S.T. on the next page. 

 

 



S*W*B*S*T 

What is SWBST? 

Fill in the blanks for the acronym 

S = ____________________________ 

 

W = ___________________________ 

 

B = ____________________________ 

 

S = ____________________________ 

 

T = ____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Using S.W.B.S.T. 

 
 
Now complete the Summarizing Activity on the next page. 

 



Summarizing Activity 

Directions: 

1. You will need to open the link: Storyline Online 
2. Choose a book of your liking and listen to it 1-2 times. 
3. You will then create a summary for the story on the page provided. 

 

After listening to a story of your choice on Storyline Online, write a short 
summary below. Remember to use the acronym SWBST to guide you. One or two 
sentences for each letter is ideal. Remember to mention the title of the story and 
its author. 
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https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.storylineonline.net/

