
 G O  B E Y O N D

Listen to author Deborah Ruddell as she reads a
poem from her book, A Whiff of Pine, A Hint of
Skunk: a Forest of Poetry.  The poem is called
Nobody's Pet.  You can also read it here along
with her other poem, A Wild Turkey Comments On
His Portrait. As you read, notice what the animals
might be feeling or thinking.

Everyone can be a reader and writer.
Playing with language helps us discover how language works.

 

A  F O R E S T  O F  P O E T R Y

F R O M  A N  A N I M A L ' S  P E R S P E C T I V E

G A T H E R  M A T E R I A L S

Paper or your writer's notebook
Writing and drawing tools

L I S T E N  A N D  I M A G I N E  

G R A D E  3  D E C . 7 - D E C . 1 1 :   W R I T E R ' S  W O R K S H O P

Create a cinquain poem about anything
you want. Here you will find an example
after you hear more of Deborah
Ruddell's  poems including, Eau De Forest,
A Woodsy Cologne.

 C R E A T E  A N D  S H A R E  

Deborah’s poems Nobody’s Pet and A Wild Turkey
Comments on His Portrait are written from the point
of view of the animals themselves. Choose an animal
and write your own poem in that animal’s voice.
Brainstorm ideas for the poem by thinking about
what might make the animal happy, sad, or angry;
what the animal thinks of humans or another animal;
and so on.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cC3HnVs-U4E&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaxpYB223eE

